Huntingdonshire

district coumncil.l

NOTICE OF ITEM(S) OF BUSINESS
TO BE CONSIDERED BY
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE CABINET

Date when item(s) to be
considered:

Name of Individual
Member(s) (Portfolio
Holder[s]) who will

consider the item(s):

Subject of item(s) to be
considered:

Summary of item(s) to be
considered:

Contact for further
supporting information:

16th February 2005 at 11am.

Councillors Mrs J Chandler and
T V Rogers.

Grant Aid to Voluntary Organisations
2005/6.

To consider further applications for
grant aid for Capital and Revenue
Grant in 2005/6.

Supporting report attached.

Peter Jones

Head of Community Services

a 01480 388202

e-mail Peter.Jones@huntsdc.gov.uk

Daniel Smith

Community Initiatives Manager

2 01480 388377

e-mail Dan.Smith@huntsdc.gov.uk

This Notice has been copied to the Chairman of the
relevant Overview and Scrutiny Panel
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8th February 2005
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Agenda ltem 1

INFORMATION FOR CABINET MEMBERS CLLRS T V ROGERS AND MRS J

CHANDLER IN RESPECT OF AWARDS OF GRANT AID TO VOLUNTARY
ORGANISATIONS 2005/06

(Report by Head of Community Services)

Summary

This report outlines the current position relating to earlier awards and sets out
recommendations for both capital and revenue awards for 2005-06.

Capital Projects

The aim of this fund is to support capital projects which deliver a meeting place, a
playground or a playing field to identifiable communities. It is also normal for projects
supported by this fund to have significant lead in periods. Projects are then assessed
against a range of further prioritised criteria. The priority order is:

Priority 1 Projects to address legislative requirements;

Priority 2  Projects for the correction of health and safety failures;

Priority 3 Projects for the provision of facilities where none currently
exist;

Priority 4 Projects for the replacement of provision which has come
to the end of its natural life; and

Priority 5 Projects for the improvement or replacement of existing
facilities.

The maximum grant payable to support any one project is £25,000, but no grant may
exceed one quarter of the total cost for repairs or improvements, or one third of the
cost for new facilities or extensions.

Appendix A attached provides details of those applications received, a brief summary
of the purpose for which grant aid is requested, officer comments on the individual
applications and recommendations.

The budgetary position for the Capital fund is shown below.

£k

Original 2004/05 Capital Allocation 105
Add Amounts allocated but unpaid from earlier 103

years
Total 2004/05 Capital Programme 208
Less Payments made to 31 January 2005 148

Items approved but not yet paid 95
Uncommitted Balance Carried Forward to 2005/06 -35
Add 2005/06 Capital Allocation 110
Total 2005/06 Capital Programme 75

Consequently, Members have the opportunity to allocate up to £75k at this meeting.



3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

Revenue Projects

The table in 3.6 below shows that £39,000 is available to support general revenue
projects. All applicants for grants must:

be not for profit organisations;

be wundertaking work within Huntingdonshire and must
demonstrate a need for the service within the community that it
serves;

be engaged in activities which fit with the Council's priorities and
objectives;

be properly managed and able to demonstrate that they are able
to achieve the objectives for which the grant is applied for;
normally be seeking funding for a one-off project; and

be prepared to provide detailed financial information for grants
above £1,000.

In addition, Members will recall that previous grant aid policy decisions mean that
applications (both revenue and capital) will not be considered for the following

reasons:

funding activities that are the responsibility of other statutory
agencies;

providing replacement funding for activities or services previously
funded by other statutory agencies;

funding pre school nurseries, after school clubs or other
educational facilities and services;

funding church or religious facilities (unless the facility is the only
meeting place available to the community);

funding core organisational activities.

Grants do not exceed the minimum of one third of the total cost of the project or

£25,000.

The District Council provides revenue grant aid from this fund to six organisations via
Service Level Agreements. These are:

Huntingdonshire Citizens Advice Bureaux
Huntingdonshire Federation of Volunteer Bureaux
Hunts Forum for Voluntary Organisations
Cambridgeshire ACRE (Leader+ Programme)
Natural High

Peterborough CVS Global Grants

Members agreed at their last meeting an award of £25,000 to The Pepys House
Trust with the award deferred to the 2005-06 financial year. The Trustees have
confirmed in writing that they anticipate having all the necessary funds in place this
year to proceed with the purchase of the property.



3.6

3.7

4.1

4.2

The budgetary position with regard to revenue funding is summarised below: -

£ £
2005/06 Budget Allocations 279,836
Add Likely under spend to be
Brought forward from 2004/05 12,556
2005/06 Expenditure Limit 292,392
Less Grant aid via SLA to:-
Huntingdonshire CABXx 135,320
Huntingdonshire FVBXx 33,415
Hunts Forum* 37,165
Cambridge ACRE 3,371
Natural High 7,000
Peterborough CVS 10,000
226,271

Less Fixed grant sums:-
**Sporting and artistic 1,500
excellence awards

Less The Pepys House Trust 25,000
2005/06 Uncommitted Budget 39,621

* Please refer to paragraph 5 of this report
**(These are maximum sums and can be delivered back to general revenue grant aid
if not required).

Consequently, Members have the opportunity to allocate up to £39,621 at this
meeting.

Appendix B attached to this report provides details of those revenue applications
received, a brief summary of the application, officer comments and recommendations
plus details of any awards made in 2004-05 financial year and the amount requested
in 2005-06.

Natural High

Members will recall that whilst they agreed an additional £1,000 on top of the
previous £6,000 agreed to meet the organisation’s increased accommodation costs.
Members deferred a decision on the organisation’s request for additional funding to
address its shortfall in core operational funding that used to be provided via a
Community Fund award. The Community Fund award ended in July 2004. Since then
the organisation has been surviving by using its reserves, which will be depleted by
March 2005. The organisation has funding for delivering its specific projects and
initiatives. It is the management costs which present the organisation with concern

Natural High works in partnership with District Council Arts Services and Leisure
Development Officers on as variety of arts initiatives that actively engage young
people.



4.3

4.4

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

6.

6.1

6.2

Huntingdonshire Community Safety Partnership is currently considering how the
Safer, Stronger Communities Fund will be allocated for the financial year 2005/06.
The Partnership will be considering funding applications that address the six crime
and disorder priorities that have been identified for the Strategy period 2005/08.
Natural High would be able to submit an application for financial assistance towards
the organisation’s core operational costs if the organisation is addressing one or
more of the identified priorities. If any funding were made available it would be for
one year only and would commence on 1 April 2005.

Officers have also approached the County Council’s Youth Service in seeking longer
term resources for Natural High's need to secure core funding. Any progress on this
matter will be reported to Members at their meeting to consider grant aid for 2005/06.

Hunts Forum for Voluntary Organisations

Members will recall that at last years Grant Aid meeting an application requesting
funding from Hunts Forum for an additional post was referred to you from the
Huntingdonshire Strategic Partnership Board. The post is to enable better voluntary
sector involvement in the Strategic Partnership.

Members agreed to the principle that additional support should be provided to enable
better voluntary sector involvement. However, Members did not agree that this cost
should be borne exclusively by the District Council. Members agreed that the request
should be refereed back to the Strategic Partnership board with a recommendation
that other statutory partners contribute equally.

The Strategic Partnership management board are due to consider Hunts Forum'’s
request at their meeting scheduled for 9 February. Subject to the other statutory
agencies agreeing to contribute. The cost to the District Council will be £8,000 per
annum. The District Council's Policy and Economic Development unit will provide
£3,000 per annum to the project the balance coming from the grant aid budget.

It is recommended that Members agree an award of £5,000

Recommendations
That Members agree the recommendation set out in section 5.4 of this report

That Members agree the recommendations set out in Appendices A and B of this
report

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Grant Aid Applications Received
Grant Aid Capital & Revenue Application Forms

Contact Officers: Peter Jones

Head of Community Services
® (01480) 388202

Daniel Smith
Community Initiatives Manager
® (01480) 388377
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